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OF O o A 
VERMONT. i 
ES ^ CHAPTER TE 


A DECLARATION ot the Political RIGHTS and PRIVILEs : 
GES of the Innasirants of the STATE of VERMONT, 


HAT all men are born equally frée and independent, and- 
have certain natural and inherent rights, amongft which are. 
the enjoying and defending life and liberty ; acquiring, . 

: peffffing& protecting property, & purfoing & obtaining 

happinefs and fafety; *"Pherefore, no male. perfon, born in this coun-, 
try, or brought from over fea Qught to bé holden by law to lerve atiy > 

perfon, in this commonwealth, as a fervant, (lave or apprentice, after 
he arrives to the age of twenty-one years ¿ nor female in like manner 
after fhe arrives to the age of eighteen years, unlefs they are bound by~ 
their own confent, after they arrive to fuch age, or bound by law for. 


1 


the payment of public or private demands, ~ » JE 
-2i That private property ought to be fubfervient to. publicus; 
When neceffity fo requires; nevérthelels, whenever the própetty of any 
particular perfon is taken for the ufe of the public, the owner ought 
¡lo receive an equivalent therefor, ie $c That 


dese we dao ener, 
I» 


E E 
"s E s 


P4] 


2. That all men have a natural and Gndhendbe right to work 
Almighty God according to the dictares of their own confciences àn 
underftandings, as in their opinion fhall be regulated by the wordy 
God ; and that no man oughr, or of right can be compelled, to atten 
any religious worfhip, or erect, or fupport any place of worfhip, q 
maintain any miniffer, contrary to the dictates of his conícience ; n 
can any man be juftly deprived orzabridged of any civil right ay 
Citzen, on account of ‘his religious fent. ments, or peculiar mode 
religious wor (hip ; anf that no authority can or ought to be vefted ii 
or affumed by any power whatfoever that fhall in any cafe interfe 
with, or in any manner control the rights of confcience in the fra 

exercife of religious worfhire: neverthelels, every fect or denominatio 
of chriftians Caught to obferve the Sabbath or Lord's day, and kë 
up fome fort of public religious worfhip which to them fhall feem mo 
agreeable to the revealed will of God. | 

4. Every perfon within this commonwealth ought to find a certal 
remedy, by having recourfe to the laws, for all injuries or wrong 
which he may receive in his perfon, property or character : he ough 
to obtain right and juftice freely, and without being obliged to pu 
chale it ; completely and without any denial ; promptly and witho 
delay s conformably to the laws, ; 

5. That the people of this State, by their legal Reprefentatives, hi 
the fole, exclufive and inherent right of governing and regulating y 
internal police of the fame. 

6. Thatall power being originally inherent in, and confequentl y q 
rived from, the people: therefore all officers of government, wheth 
legiflative or executive, are their truftees and fervants, and ati 
times, in a legal way, accountable to them. 

7. That as civil government is, or ought to be, inftituted for- 
‘common benefi", protection and fecurity of the people, nation? 
community, and not for che emolument of any individuals, who aft 
part only of that community, the people, collectively confidert 

have a right to alter and reform their government, in fuch manngti 
fhall by trem be judged moft conducive to the public weal. j 

8. That thofe who are employed in the legiflative & executive bul 
nels ef the State may be re(trained from oppreffion, the people have 

tight 


+ El 
? > > 


- " 
e M ^ 
' * 
^ 
t 


right, by their lega! Répréfentatives, to enact Iaws-for.tedüting theie 
public, officerstto à private ftation, and for: fupplying their. vacancies, `= 
ina conftirutional- manner;,. by .regular, elections; at facli periods as. - 
they may think proper... HMM 
|. 9. That all elections ought to.be freé and without corruption sand 
that all freemen having a fufficient evident comingá intereft with, and, ` 
attachment to, the community, have a tight ta elect officers, and ‘be |. 
eleted into offic. «c: 2s a 
l 10, "Fhatevery member of fociety hath aright to be protected in the’ ~ 
enjoyment of life, liberty and property; and: therfore ds bound'to: - 
contribute his proportion towards the expénce of that.próte&tión, and . - 
yield. his perfonal.fervice when neceffary, of ati equivalent thereto’; ^. 
but no part of. a man's property can be jüftly-taken from him,ori ` 
applied to public ufes; without:his own confént, or that of the repre”. . 
fehtative body of the freemen : nor can any man; who is Confcienti-: : 
ouly (crapulous of. bearing arms,.be juftly compelled thereto, i£ he: 
will pay fuch equivalent: nor aré.the people.bound by any daw; buts". 
fuch as they. havevin like. manner affented to, for their como good; +” - 
And previous to-any law being; made to raife:a ‘tax, the púrpole tor: .- 
rhich.it.is to be raifed, ought to-appear evident to the. Legiflature to- 
be of more: fervice tó: the community, than. thé money would-be, if. 
notcolle&ed.. =~ = e Uto au 
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|. 11, That‘imall: profecutions - for criminal offences, a man'hatha” > 
right to be heard.by himfelf and his coünfel—- to demand the caufa: > 
& nature of his,accufation,-—to be confronted with the witnefies,—to: 
all for evidence in his favor, and a fpeedy public trial by an impar. 
tial juty .of- the country, without the ‘unanimous confent of. which 
jury, he cannot be found guilty ;—nor can. hé be conipelled to gira” 
vidence:againft himfelf :—nor can.any man be ju(tly-deprived of his ^. 
iberty, except bythe laws of the land, or the judgment of his Peers; ;— 
| :12, Laws'madéto punifh actions done before the exiftence of fuech — 
laws, and which have not been declared crimes by ‘préceding .laws,c 

re unjuft, oppreffive and inconfiftent with the fundamental princi-.. .- 
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ples of a free government; = 735 0. 0052.0 5. 08 i 
| 13, Warrants, without.oaths or affirmations firit made, affording ^ -- 
fufficient foundation for them, whereby any officer or.mefengér may. 
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be-duthorifed :or required to dearch;fnfpe&ed filáces, or to feize:dny 
, Berfon or -perfons, ins, her,or their property, not therein parziculady 
delcc:bed, ought not to: be granted iin any. criminal matter. orton 

lame. a s 
= 14. That wher an iffue in fast, proper for-the cognizance of y 
jury, is joined in aCourt,of law, the parties havea right to a trial by 
jusy, which ought to be held facred. | 


; "Lr 
15. That the people have a right to freedom of {peech, ando 
‘writing add publifhing their fentiments, concerning the tranfactiong 
‘afigoverninene :—and therefore the freedom of the prefs ought not d 
tie refrained., 

: 16, The freedom of deliberation, £péech and debate in the Legit 
lature, is do effential to thé rights.of the people, that it cannot be che. 
foundation of any accufation or profecution, action er complaint, in 
anyother Caure or place wharfuever, 

| 17. The power of fufpending .laws, or the execution of laws, 
onght never to be exercifed, but by the Legiflature, or by authority 
derived from it, to be exercifed in fuch particular cafes: only, as the 
Legiflawre fhall exprefsly provide for: 

- 18. That the people have a right to bear arms for the defence of 
the community, And as ftanding armies in the time of peace arg | 
dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be fupported, unlefs chert 
fhad bé imminent danger of an’ invafion, infurreCtion er rebellion, 
and then only during the exiftence ot thofe caufes : and that thè 
military fhould be kept under ftri& fubordination to, and governed 
by, the civil power. 

19. That no perfon in this Commonwealth can, in any cafe, be 
fabjected to law-martial, or to.any penalties or pains by virtue of that | 
law, except thofe employed in the army, and the militia in actual | 
fervice. : | | 

- 20. That frequent recurrence to fundamental principlesyand a Arm 
adherence to juttice, moderation, temperance, induftry and frugality, 
are abfolutely neceffary to preferve.che bleffings of liberty, and keep 

overnment free : the people ought therefore.to pay particular atten» | 
tipn:to thefe points, in the choice of officers & Reprelentatives and 
have a right, m-a legal way, to.axact 3 cue and conftant regard Lr 
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diei, from their Hegithitars and magiitrates;: in the-miking dod: ¿deco 7 
fueh" laws-ds "ate neceffary ‘for the good overhment of che-Srite,- : ~ 

“op, That all people have: a natural and tnhereat fight tó emigraré fróth 
one State to another that will receive them ; or to form a. new "State i in 
yacatit countries, dr 16 fueh countries as they. cád purchalt, whenever they, 
think chat thereby they can promore their owg, happinefs, ` 

22, That the people have a right, in a legal way, to, sfiemble together 
jn their refpe&ive | towns to conjuls for their common good- -x £o ¡nficuét 
their Reprefentatives, and to apply to the, Legiflature for: redrefs of grie- 
vances, by addrefs, petition, or remonftrance, - 

23., That no períon (hall be Hable to be. snipored oua sa State, 
for rriat for’ any offénce commitied within bd ame. c uu. PEE 
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CHAPTER. 


PLAN or FRAME OF GOVERNMENT T 


SECTION I COUNTS 
pa E Commonwealth, or State, of Vermont, hail be governed hers fe 
after: by a Governor (of. Lieutenant-Governor) Coutitil; ‘atid afi ` 

Affembly of the Reprefentatives af che freemen” of tie “fame, in. E 
manner and form following. . . . co ES 


| SECTION TI. . > 
E ¿The fupreme legiflative power. hall be vetted in fach Ala, * Z 


SECT E o N HL 
The fupreme executive power fhall be.velted in a Governor (or in ge 
his abfence,a- Lieutenant-Governor) and Council. 


$E CT 10 N IV. 
Courts of Juítice (hall be maintained in every county la tkis State, * P 
and aio in ney counties when formed ,. which Courts: Tliali be ope -o 
fot the tridbof all gavfes props! tor: their cogniaance, a -and jattice en 23} 
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o-< the Supreme Court of Judicature. Provided they do not conftitute 


d 


F' 8 ] | 


- be therein impartially adminifteréd, without córruptien, or unnec&:. 
 fary.delay. The Judges of the Supreme Court fhall be Juftices of 


the Peace throughout the State, and the feveral Judges of the County: 


. Courts in their refpe&ive counties, by virtue of their offices, (except: 


in the trial of fuch caufes as may be appealed to the County Court) 


i SECTION V. E 
A future Legiflature may, when they fhall conceive the fame to be 
expedient and neceffary, ere& a Court of Chancery, with fuch powers 
as are ufually exercifed by that Court, or as fhall-appear for the inte. 
reft of the Commonwealth: and alfo a Court to correct the errors of 
themfelves the Judges of either of the faid Courts. . 
ee ee SECTION VI. ios f 
The legiflative, executive, and judiciary departments, fhall be fe. 
parate and diftinét, fo:that neither exercife the powers properly be. 
longing to the other, 
d "SECTION VI. |. '" . | 
To prevent unneceffary expence in legiflation, for the more delis 
berate and expeditious proceeding in that important bufinefs, and that. 


_the freemen may be better and more equally reprefented, the whole 


number of Reprefentatives in Affembly fhall not exceed fifty ; to.be 
elected in manner following * :—Each organized town in this State, 


vy Geko Sl 
* The Council of Cenfors alfo propofe, inficad of the remainder of Section 
VII, the following claufe, to be at the eleBion of the Convention, viz. 


. The Legiflature (ball, in their fyf feffion after the approbation of ths 


| Section of the Conftitution, (having regard to the grand list, the local 


n0. 


Situation of, and tbe probability of & difproportionate increafe of population 
in, the different difiricis) divide the whale State into fifty diftritis, te 
continue for tbree years next after the divifion y and provide for the dut. 
aud orderly elettion of ohe” Reprefentative in Affembly from each distri, 
in fuch manner that the votes [ball be received in tbe rofpetiive towns.— 


That, the Legiflatuce fhall bave power, (if a different increafe of popula- 
` tiok in the refpeive diftricts [ball render it neceffary) twice in each fep- 


sennary, forever hereafter, and no oftener, to divide the faid diftridts du, 
a more equal tanner, ` m - 1 : 


T» 1 


onthe frt Tuefday iti "September annually; fhall have liberty to 16. 
ichoofe one able difcreet treeholder, to reprefent theat-in a County 
Convention, to be held at fuch tidie and place ds the Legiflarure fhall 

¡by law appoint the members of which Convention, when met, fhall, ` 

¡by ballot, elect from their own body fo many of faid Reprefentatives 

(to confit of perfons moft noted for wifdom and virtue) as the Le. y 
igiflature (hall in future limit, having refpe&t to the grand lift of each 
Icounty in apportioning the number, 


SECTION VIL. 


|- Fhe Reprefentatives, fo chofen, (a majority of whom fall confti- 

tute a quorum for tranfacting any other bufinefs chan raifing a State 4 
tax, for which two thirds of the members elected fhall be prefent) 
Shall meet on the fecond Thurfday of the fucceeding October, and 
Hhall be ftiled, 2 be General Ajfembly of the State of Vermont: they hall 2 
have power to choofe their Speaker, Secretary of the State, their 
Clerk, and other neceffary officers of the Houfe—fit on their own 
'adjournments-—prepare bills, and enact them into laws—judge of the 
le&ions and qualificatiens of theif own members: they máy expel 
members, but not for caufes known to their conftituents antecedent td 
their election: they may adminifter oaths or affirmations in matters: 
depending before them-—redrefs grievances—impeach State criminals. 
---grant charters of incorporation---conftitute towns, boroughs, cities, | 
and counties: they may annually, in the firft feffion after theirelec-. 
ition, and at other times when vacancies happen, choofe Delegates to, 19 
Congrefs (fublequent to the admiffion of this State into confederation. 

with the United Statess) and fhall alfo, in conjunétion with the. 
Council, annually (or oftener if need be) elect. Judges of the Supreme. 

and feveral County and Probate Courts, Sheriffs, and Jufticesof the 27 
Peace ; and alfo, with the Council, may ele& Major-Generals and. P 
¡Brigadier-Generals, from time to time, as often as there [hall be oc- ` 4 
cafion, to hold their offices during the pleafüre of the Legiflarure : 

and they fhall have all other powers neceffary for the Legiflature of- y 
afree and fovereign State :---But they fhall have no power to add to, | 
akter, abolifh, or infringe apy part of this Conftitution, | 
? C o SECTION 


è 
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SECTION IE" Se eg 


The Council of this State fhall confift of one able, difcreet free 


37 heiaer, to be chofen from eich couaty in the State, by freemen 


rcfi sing in the fame county, in manner following :—The freemen oí 
each town fhall annually, on the fi Tuefday in September, bringig 
their votes for one Counfellor, refiding in the county in which fuck 
town lies, with his name fairly written, to the prefiding officer of i| 
meeting, who fhall feal them up ia the prefence of the freemen, anj 
write on the paper containing the fame, Votes for a Counfellor, and the 
name of the town where taken,* and deliver them to the perfon chofer 
to attend the County Convention for the purpofe of electing’ Repre. i 
fentatives in Affembly :— Which Convention, when met, (after! 
choofing a Chairman and Clerk of the fame) before their proceeding | 
to the choice of Reprefeatatives, fhall fort and count the votes fora 
Counfellor, and hall declare the perfon who has the greateft number 
of votes duly elected for the year enfuing : and if there [hall be a tie, | 
the Convention fhall choofe one of thole who have the greate! 
number . 
* If ibe Convention prefer tbe mode of dividing the State into diffrifis 
for the choice of Reprefentatives, to that of chooÉng them in County Cou. 
vention y—ibe Council of Cenfors propofe the following inflead of the 
remainder of Seétion IX, viz. Which votes (at a certain time and place, te. 
be appointed by the Legiflature in their firft feffion after ibe approbation df. 
this article) hall by the Jever sl profidiug officers of tbe freemen’s meeting, or 
(in cafe of esther of their neceffary abfense) by oue of the Sela£tinen of the 
fame town, be delivered fealed, to the Hipb-Sberiff of the fame county, 
er in cafe of bis neceffary abfence, to one of bis Deputies by the High 
Sheriff appointed for the purpofe, who feall be Moderator of the 
fase meeting, aud after a thrice made of a Clerk of the meeting by the 
perfons cenvened, they ball fort and count the votes for a Counfellor, aná 
foalt declare ibe perfon who bas the greateft number of votes, duly eked 
for tbe year enfuing :— And if there fhall be a tie ibe perfons convened 
foall choofe one of tbofe wha baue tbe greatell uumber ef votes tobe Coun- 
fellar for the year tben coming —W bich Moderator [hall give official notice 
ef fuch choice to the perfon eleted, and the Jad notice foall be a fufiiciónt 


wedemial of fuch elecfion, 


1 


F 


FT 


| 
| number of votes, to be Counfellor for thé year enfuing.— Which. ' 
| Chairman fhall give official notice of füch choice«to, the perfon elected ; j 
| and the faid notice fhall bà a fuffieient credential of fuch eleétion. . 

| l 


h 


| SECTION X 
| 


The freemen of each town fhall on the firt Tuefday of September, 

[in every year, bring in to the Conftable their votes for fome able 

| difcreet freeholder, refiding in this State, to be Goveraor, with his 17 

| name fairly written ; who fhall feal them up in the prefence of the 

| freemen, and write on the paper inclofing them; Votes for (Governor, 

| and the name of the town where taken, and-deliver them to.fome: 

| Reprefentative chofen to attend the General Affembly : and at the 

| apening of the faid Affembly, there hall be a Committee appointed 

| out of the Council and Affembly, who, after being duly fworn to the 

‘faithful difcharge of their cruft, fhall proceed to receive, fort and 

| count the votes for the Governor, and declare the perfon who has the. 

| major part of the votes to be Governor for the year enfuing. And if - 

| there be no choice made, then the Council and General Affembly, by 

| their Joint ballot, fhall make choice of a Governor. The Lieutenant- 

Governor and Trealurer fhall alfo be chofen in the manner abov 
dirécted. 7 ar 


SECTION XM 


| The Governor, and in his abfence the Lieutenant-Governor, witlt 
¿the Council, (a major part of whom, including the Governor. or 

| Lieutenant-Governor, fhall be a quorum to tranfa&t bufinefs) ball 19 
| have power to commiffionate all officers, —and alfo to appoint officers, : 
¡except where provifion is or fhall be otherwife made by law, or this 

| frame of government ¿"and fhall fapply every vacancy in any office, ' 
Loccafioned by death or otherwife, until the office can be filled.in the. 

| mannerdirected by law, or.this conftitution.-— They are to correfpond 
with other States$,—tranía& bufinefs with officers of government, 
¡Civil and military, and to prepare foch bufiaefs as may appear to 

| em neceffary to lay before the General Affembly,— They fball fe ' 


€ 
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cs Judges to hear and: determine on impeachments, taking to-thej 
affitance, for advice only, the Judges of the Supreme Court ;—ang 
fhali have power to grant pardons, and rentit fines in all cafes whatfo. 


' ever, except in treafon and murder, in which they fhall have power to 


grant reprieves, but not to pardon until after the end of the next 
iefion of Affembly ; and except in cafes of impeachment,. in which 
there fhall be no remiffion or mitigation of punifhment, but by a& ul 
legiflation.— They are alfo to take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed,-—They are to expedite the execution of fuch meafures ay 
may be refolved upon by the General Affembly ;—and they may 
draw upon the Treafurer for fuch fums as may be appropriated by the: 
Hioufe uf Reprefentatives.— T hey may alfo lay embargoes, or prohi- 
bit the exportation of any commodity, for any time not exceeding: 
thirty days, in the recefs of the Houfe only :—They may grant fuch 
licences as fhall be directed by law, and fhall have power to call te 
gether the General Affembly, when neceffary, before the day to which 
they fhall ftand adjourned. The Governor fhall be Captain-Generd 
and Commander in Chief of the forces of the State, but fhall not 
command in perfon, except advifed thereto by the Council, and then: 
only as long as they fhall approve thereof: and the Lieutenant. 
Governor fball, by virtue of his office, be Lieutenant-General of all 
the forces of the State. The Governor, or Lieutenant-Governor, 
and the Council, fhall meet at the time and place with the Generd 
Affzmbly: the Lieutenant- Governor fhall, during the prefence of the 
Commander in Chief, vote and act as one of the Ceuncil ; and the 
Governor, and in his abfence the Lieutenant-Governor, fhall, by vir 
tue of their offices, prefide in Council, and have a cafling, but m 
other vote, Every member of the Council fhall be a Juítice of de 
Peace for the whole State, by virtue of his office. The Governor and 
Council fhall have a Clerk, and-keep fair books of their proceedings, 
wherein any Counfellor may enter his diffent, with his reafons t$ 
fupport it. 
SECTION XIL 


i 


The Reprefentatives having met, and chofen their Speaker and 


6 Clerk, fhall each of them, before they proceed to bufineís, take and 


{ 13] 
 fubícribe, as well the oath or aSirmation of allegiance herein after 
dire&ed, (except where they fhall produce certificates of. their having 
 sheretofore taken and fubicribed, the fame) as the following oath or 
| affirmation, viz. 
| You do felzmnly facer (or affirm) that as a member of this 
| ‘Afembly, you will not propoje, er ejfent, ta any Lill, vote cr rcfelution, 
lepkich (ball appear to yon injurious to ibe people, nor do or confent 4p amy 
| off or thing whatever, Ibat jhall bave a tendency do leffen or abridge their 
| rights and privileges, as declared by ibe couStitution of this State ; but will, 
Lim all ibings, conduéd yourjeif as a faitbjel, Bonet Reprefentative.and 
| Guardian of ike people, according to ike def of your judsmnt and abilities, 
| (In cafe of an cath,) So Pelo yeu God. (And in cafe of an afirmati- 
bon, Ender ike pains aud penaities of perjury). 
| And each member, before he takes bis feat, fhall make and fub. 
| fcribe the following declaration, viz. r 
| You do believe in one God, tee Creator and Governor of the univerje tbe 
rewarder of the good, and punifber of ibe wicked. And youdo acknewledge 
ike feriptures of the old aud new tefiament, to be given by divine infpiratica, 
land own and profejs tbe ProieRant religion. 
| And no further or other religious teft fhall ever hereafter be required 
tef any civil officer or-magiftrate in this State. 


i 


SECTION XL ~ x 


| The doors of the houfe in which the General Affembly of this 
‘Commonwealth fhall Gr, hall. be open for the admiffian of all perfons 
¡who-behave decently, except only whén. the welfare of the State may 
require them to be hun . E i 


SECTION XIV; ^ ^, 


| The votes and proceedings of the. General Affembly Mall he 
printed (when one third of the members think it neceffary) as foon as 
conveniently may be, after the end of each feon, with the yeas and 
nays on any queítion, when required by ‘any member ; (except where 
the votes (hall be taken by. ballot, in which cafe every member fhail 


kave a right to infert the reafons of his vote upon the minutes. , - 
| D A | SECIION 


12 


13 


15 


[ 14 3 
SECTION XY.. 


The ftile of the laws of thig State, in future to be paffed, fhall ba 
It is bereby enacted by the General Affembly of the State of Vermont, — 


SECTION XVI. 


To the end that laws, before they areena&ted, may be more mature. 


14 ly confidered, and the inconvenience of hafty determinations as mucha 


- 


poffible prevented, all bilis which originate in the Affembly, fhallbe 


. laid before the Governor and Council, for their revifion, and concur. 


rence or propofals of amendment ; who fhall return che fame to tht 
Affembly, with their propofals of amendment (if any) in writing; 
and if the lame are not: agreed to by the Affembly, it fhall be in the 
power of the Governor and Council tó futpend the paffing of fuch 
bills until the next feflion of the Legiflature, Provided that if the 
Governor aad Council fhall neglect or refufe to return any fuch bil 
to the Affembly, with written propofals of amendment, within five: 
days, or before the rifing of the Legiflature, the fame fhall becomes: 
law. 


"SECTION XYL 


No perfon ought, in any cafe, or in any time, to be declared guilty! 
of treaion os felony by the Legiflature, 


SECTION XVII. > 


Every male freeholder, in the right of himfelf or his wife, of theag 
of twenty-one years and upwards, having refided in this State for tht 
{pace of one whole year next preceding any election of Reprefentative, 
or who has rented a tenement therein for the faid time, of the pearl 
value of tour pounds, and been rated, and actually paid taxes to thi 
State for the fame, who is of a quiet and peaceable behavior, fhall le 
entitled to vote in the election of fuch officers as are to be chofen by 


the freemen, | 
| o SECTION 


— 


Dos 1 
SECTION "XIX. 


+ The inhabitants of this Commonwealth hall be.trained and armed 
for its defence, under fuch regulations, reftrictions, and exceptions, 
- asthe General Affembly Mall by law diteét, The feveral companies 

of militia (hall, as often as vacancies happen, elect their Captains & 
other inferior officers and the Captains and fubalterns {hall nominate 


and recommend the field officers of their refpe&ive regiments, who 


fhall appoint their taff officers, = 
SECTION XX. 


Ya 


All commiffions fhall be in the name of. the freemen of the State af. 


Vermont, fealed with the State feal, Ggned by the Governor, or in 


his abfence the Lieutenant-Governor, and attefted by the Secretary _ 


of the State; which fea] fia be Kept by the faid Secretary. 
. SECTION XXL 


Every officer of State, whether judicial or executive, fhall be liable 
to be impeached by the General Affembly, either when in office, or 
after his refignation, of removal for mal-adminiftration. All impeach- 
ments hall be before the Governor, or Lieutenant.Governor; and 
Council, who fhall hear and detérmine the fame, and may award 
coíts, AS i 


SECTION XXII 


All officers (hall be paid an adequate, but moderate, compenfation 
for their fervices : and if any officer fhall wittingly and knowingly 
take greater fees than the Taws allow him, either directly or indire&ly, 
it fhall ever after difqualify him from holding àny office in this State: 
and whenever an office, through increafe of fees, or otherwife, be- 
comes fo profitable as to occafion many to apply for it, the profits 


ought to be leffened by the Lepiflature, - And no perfon fhall be | 


capable of holding any civil office‘ia this State, except he has acquired 
and maintains a good moral character, 
| SECTION 


19 


20 


xi 
33 
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SECTION XXII. o. | 


No perfon, in this” State, fhalt be capable of kolding or exercifig 
more than one of the following offices; acthefame time, viz, Governor, 
Licutenant-Governor, Delegate Agent or Commiffioner to Congre 
or any other State or Power, Chancellor, Judge of the Supreme 
Court, Treafurer of the State, memberof tbe Council, member of the 
General Affembly,-Surveyor-Gederal, or Sheriff. Nor fhall any | 
- perlon be capabi# of ferving in the ‘office’ of Governor, mare-.thay ' 

four years fucceffively, nor of re-election ta the fame office within 
four years from the expiration of the tinie for which he was laft eleg. | 
ed. Nor fhall any perfon be capable of ferving ás Treafurer ot the. 
State more than three years fucceffively, nor capable of re-ele&ion to : 
the fame office after the faid term, until his accounts as Treafurer are : 
completely fettled. And na ‘perfun fhall be capable of ferving a | 
High-Sheriff for any county more than three years fucceffively, nor of j 
re-appointment to the faid office within three years from the Tora] 
on of the faid term. CC” 5 P us AE. 


SECTION XXIV. 


The Treafurer of the State fhall, before the Governor and Council, 
give fufficient fecurity to the Secretary of the State, in behalf of the 
General Affembly, and each High-Sheriff before the firft Judge of 
the County Court, to the Treafurer of their refpective counties | 
previous to their refpectively entering upon the execution of their 
offices, in fuch manner, and in fuch Tums, as fhall be directed by the 
Legiflature. - ZR 

SECTION XXV. 
at E ss 
The Treafurers accounts fhall be annually audited, and a fait 
ftare thereof laid before the General Affembly, at their {effion is 


Détober. — — RU. = | 
4c = SECTION 


| Tay 1 
SECTION XXV 


| Every officer, whether.judicial, executive-or military, jn authority 26 
| under this State, before lie enter upon the execution of his office, fhall 26 
| take and fubícribe the following oath or affirmation of allegiance to- 

| this State, (unlefs he (hall produce evidence that he has before taken * - 

| the fame) and alfo the following oath or affirmation of office, (except 

I fuch as fhall be exerhpred: by the-Legiflature) viz. 

The oath or affirmation of allegiance. : 

| You do folemnly fwear (or affirm) ibat, you will be true and 
faithful to the State of Vermont; and that you will wot, direy or indi- 
reilly, do any aci or thing injurious to the comflitution or government ~- 
thereof, aseftablifoed by Convention. (If an.oath) So bélp jeu Ged, . (If 

lan affirmation, under the pains and penalties of perjury.) l 
The oath or affirmation of office, _ i 

|| You ———— do folemnly. fwear (or affirm) that you will faithfully 
execute the offiee of. fer the ef — y and will therein ~- 
ido equal right and juftice to all men, to the best of your judgment and — 
labilities, according, to law. (It an oath) So help you God. (lí an: 
affirmation, under the pains and penalties of perjury.) 


SECTION, XXVI M 
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| Any Delegate to Congreís may be fuperceded. at any time, by the ^ s 
eneral Affembly appointing another in his ftead. No man fhall be 

capable of icing a Delegate to reprefent this State in Congrefs for 14 

more than three years;;—and no perfon who holds any office in the 

gift of Congrefs fhall, during the time of his holding fuch office, be. 

elected to reprefent this State in Congreís, 


SECTION XXVIII. 


| Trials of iffues proper forthe cognizance of a jury, in the Supreme 
ad County Courts, fhall be by jury, except where parties otherwife 22 
gree; and great care ought to be taken to prevent corruption or 
partiality in the choice and return, or appointment of juries. 

m E> SECTION 


-[ 38. 
"SECTION XXIX. 


a 


AN profecutions fhall commence by the authority of the State q 
"24 Vermont ; all indi€&tments fhall conclude with thefe words, againf th 
26 peace and dignity of tbe State. And all fines (hall be proportionate Us 

the offences, 


e 


1 
SECTION XXX. li 
"The perfon : ‘of-a debtor, where there is not trong prefumption d. 
25 . fraud, fhall hot be continued in prifon after delivering up and affign, 
- ing over, bona fide, all his eftate, real and perfonal, in poffeffion, : 
"reverfion or remainder, for the ufe of his creditors, in fuch manner ay 
fhall be hereafter regulated by law. And all prifoners, unlefs in, 
execution, or committed for capital offences, when the proof is ei 
26 , dent or prefumption great, fhall be bailable by fufficient fureties : nor 
* . fhall éxceffive bail be exacted for bailable offences, Dd 


(rt t s SECTION XXXI $ 


29 All elections, whether by the people, or in General Affembly, thal 
be by ballot, free and votuntary : and any eleétog who fhall receiv 
_any gift or reward for his vote, in meat, dring, monies or otherwif 
fhall forfeit his right to elect at that time, and fuffer fuch other penal 
ty as the laws fhall direét, And any perfon who fhall, directly a 
indirectly, give, promife or beftow any fuch rewards to be elected, 
fhall thereby be rendered incapable to ferve for the enfuing year, and 
be fubje& to fuch further. punifhment as a future Legiflature sel | 
direct, | 


SECTION XXXII: 


I AM deeds and conveyances of land fhall be recorded in the Town, 
Clerk's office in their refpective towns, and, for want thereof, in tlt 
County Clerk's office of the fame county, 


SECTION 


p bog J 
SECTION XXXIIL : 
Esi e 34 
The Legiflature fhall regulate entails in fuck-manner as to prevent - 
perpetuities. | l i 
SECTION XXXIV. 
p Mr 
To deter more effectually from the-commiffion of crimes, by çon- 
„tinued vifible punifhment ot long duration, and to make fanguinary , 
punifhment lefs neceffary, means ought to be provided for punifhing ` 
«by hard labor tbofe who fhall be convicted ot crimes not capital. 
; whereby the criminal fhall be employed for the benefi: of the publit, 
or for reparation of injuries done to private períons ; and all perf'.ns, 
at proper times, ought to be permitted to fee them ar their labor. 
SECTION XXXV. Í 
The eftates of fuch perfons as may. deftroy their own lives fhall not, 
for thac offence, be forfeited, but defcend or afcend in thé fame man- 
ner as if ‘fuch perfons had died in a natural way. Nor fhall any 
article which fhall accidentally occafion the death of ay perfon, be 
henceforth deemed a deodand, or in any wife forfeited , on,account of 
fuch misfortune, , E 
TE: SECTION XXXL, 
Mangan c "RA 
. + _,perfon, of good character, who comes to fettle in this State, 
having firft taken an oath or affirmation of. allegiance to the fame, may 
purchafe, or by other juft means acquire, hold and transfer land, or 
other real eftate ; and, after one year's, refidence, fhall be deemed a 
free denizen thereof, and entitled to all the rights of a natural born 
fubje& of this State, except that he (hall not be capable of being 
eleted Governor, Lieutenant-Gos-ernor, Treafurer, Counfellor, or 
Reprefentative in Affembly, until after two years refidence, 


SECTION XXXVII ' 
The inhabitants of this Statė fha 1] have liberty, in feafonable times, 


to hunt and fowl on the lands they hold, and on other lands not in- 
clofed ; 


I ——" 


£i 


"£20 J 


clofed , and in like manner to fifi in all bostable and other waters: 
not private preperty, under proper regulations, to be hereafter madé 
and provided by the General Affembly. 


SECTION XXXVII. . 
Laws for the encouragement of virtue, and prevention of vice ud 

immorality, ought to be conftantly kept in force; and duly executed: 

and a competent number of fehools ought to be maintained in each 


49 sown, for the convenient inftru&ion of youth ; and one or mor 


t 


i 


' 

i 

i 
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grammar fchools be incorporated, and properly fupported in each 


cóunty in this State, s 


~ 


~~ TION XIXX, — a 


All private property, within this State, Mall be rated according ta 
the true value thereof, in all taxes to be hereafter levied, except Iueh 
perfonal property as may, from time to time, be exempted by the 
Legiflature,. for the encouragement of agriculture, arts, fciences and 
manufactures, or for relieving the poor and ne«effiteus, 


SECTION XL 


To prevent this. Comnonwealth being perpetually drained of cir: 
culating fpecie, by ufes: not beneficial to the famë, the Legiflature 
ought to prevent corporations and focieties in remote parts, (or any 
other perfon or perfons in truft for them, or for their ufe) taking ot 
holding any lands lying within this State, and to appropriate grants 
which "have: heretofore been. made to fuch focieties or corporations, 
to the ufe of literature within this community. Provided, on account 
of the contiguity and ufefulnefs of the corporation of Dartmouth 
College to this State, this fection fhall not be underftood to affe& the 
faid corporation while the College is maintained in the town whereit 


now ftands, 
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"The declaration of the political rights and privileges of the iohabi- 
tants of this State, is. hereby declaréd to.be a part of the Conftitution 


ot this Commonwealth ;,and ought not tobe violated, on any pretence 
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"That the freedom of this Commonwealth may. be preferved inviolate 
far ever, there fhall be.chofen by. ballot, by the freemen of this State, 
on the lat, Wedrielday in March, in ‘the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and ninety-two, and in every feven years thereafter, in fuch 
mode as the Legiflaturé fhall by a future .a& particularly direc, 
thirteen perfons, to be-called the Council of Cenfors ; who fhall be 
elected from the number of thofe freemen who are not then members 
of either the Council or ‘General. Affembly, and meet together on 
the frt Wedneíday of June next-enfuing their election ; (a majority 
ot whom fhall be a quorum in every cafe, except as to calling a Con- 
vention, in which two thirds of the whole number elected (hall agree) — 
whofe duty it (hall be to:erqhire, whether the Conítitution has been 
preferved inviolate in every part during the laft feptennary; (including 

the year of their fervice)— and whether the legiflative and executive 
branches of government have performed their duty, as guardians, of 
the people, or affumed to themfelves, or exercifed, other or greater 
powers than they are entitled to by. the Conititution, . They are alfo 
to enquire whether the public taxes have been juftly laid and colle&ed 
in all parts of this Commonwealth.:—in what manner the public 
monies have been difpofed of, and whether the laws have been duly 
executed. For thefe purpofes they fhall have power to fend for per- 
fons, papers and records, (and if any perfon fhill negle&t or. refute to 


attend them, and give:any information required by the faid Council. 


(if able), or to deliver to them any- papers or records in his or her 
cuftody, which fhall be wanted by them in che couríe of their inquiry ; 
upon the complaint of faid Council to any Juffice of the Peace, he or 
fac hall (unlefs fofficient caule- eel to the contrary) rts 
of . ` z : D ed 001. ded, 


"m 


[ 22:3 : 


ted, by fuch Joftice, to the cbinition poal, there to remain until he 
‘OF. the -fhall, deliver. u, M fych pa pers or, records, or (i£ able) give fuch 
iiformation. as 18 M dane $ pay ¿fis of! prófecutlon)-— Fh « alfo 
(hall have au orig pats Me ne dL Brda lm pelic hnenw; 
atid tó retomen puc e iftatürg the” repealing Tach? ws; ai 
appear to them to have .been enacted contrary to the principlés-óP the 
Conftitution. Thefe,p QUErS, the Shall, „Continue to have, for and 
during the fpace of FA year fro the day of their eleétion, and to 
longer.—The {aid Council of Cenfurs fhall.alfo have power to call a 
Convention, ` to Meek within: two à; yere afek their Retinig gy ifi thëreia 

pears, to then; au "Tod" needy (Of amétidtág any: Arata opa 
Conftitutioli which! my be- «ERE, mud dl a máy an 


the prefervation o£ d "rg anid” ‘hap pinef “Of ‘the. peopl: of but thé 
articles to be amended, and” the- ‘aitendineinsprepoted, an foch 
articles as are  própoftuta j be'ádqec ‘of eek AHATE Be’ promulgated 
at leaft three months before tlie: day ái pointed, for’ ‘thie: -leétion’ of Tuch 
Convention, ‘for Te? previous CONi Erato of the peo le, hat -they 
thay have an opportunity 6 öf : F ipfrö iting their 1 Pare: on Sie dub? 
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RON) ahh as the faid ibi s bah E peu "Red it iy 
hereby recommended to the faid Convention to, afcertain a mode. of 
eleétion, and publifh i it for. the information of the fréemen, as feafona- 
bly as ay be. 

N B: The figures in the mmakging, pte i ta the fettions of the d 
softitütion. 
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| FITUE RB AS abere appeurs-to this Counpil, forte prefernation of thë 
m rights & bappine/s of bp people, an -abfolyte nece fiy of amending &3. - 
; explaining: fevered Urticles-6f the-Conpit ution: of this State: aid of making 
fome additions thereto. pe aa 


Therefore, by virtue cofuthe power andi-acthority vetted in this 
| Council by the 44h tion of the Pune of government, it is unani- 
; moujly-- S ee x reo 40 au se + TAS 
. Refolved, That the firt Conftable of each town in this State be, 
and is hereby directed, at leaft fix, and not more than twelve days, 
¡previsto ‘thé fécond- Eusfdáy bf: June next, Towi Encina OF 
the inhabitants of their refpe&ive towns, to be held at the ufual place 
lof holding freemen’s meetings-iwithin the fame, at two o'clock in the - 
afternoon of the-faid fecond Tuefday of June, (by giving perfonal 
nptice Eco teg and there (if uify hall fesspropgs] to Elat ong 
member of a Convention, to beheld for the purpofes abovemention- 
d, in the fame manner as Reprefentatives in Affembly are legally to 
be chofen ; . and that the faid Cenft&ble, or in cafe of his abfence the 
own Clerk, certity the due ele&ion of the perton cholen. _ 
| And that it bey and is;HBereby :recomménged to the faid members 
of Convention, to convene on thé lait Thürfday of faid June, at the 
geting-houfe, in Manchefter, to carry into execution the important: 
purpoles of: their appoititineliti.; UF DS Di e ee ot 
And in order to have the perfons authorifed to determine upon the... 
propriety of the feveral alterations prepofed in che Conftitution, unz . 
biaffed-By.intéreR; ^ ^ ti teren oo PY EES 7 
Rejolved; That. in: the..opiaion of this; Conngil, the: Governay,- 
itutenant- Governor, "E teafuxer ofthe. State: members of the:Coun~: 
ihof ihe: State, Council: of! Cenfota,.om- Géngral c Affembly, officers: 
yho hold their:commifftans.duting, gaod behavidur,. and.other-officera: 
vho-may. be intesefted:by: the alterations: prapofed::to be.made. in the: 
Rentitution,: ought not:ta-beeledted members. of; fuck: Convention, 


Pad OU uet e 
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>- oe ce gt n0 o dn Council-of Cenfors, OGober 21, 1585; 
-"Refolved, That-three hundred copies ofvihe Conttitution, as reyi: 
fed by this Council, be printed for the perufal of the people, and 
phar Mr, Curtis and Mr. Jacob be a Committee for diftributing th 
ame, , . 


Extrait from tbe minutes, | 


MICAH TOW NS END, Secretary; 
| | | 

THE , 
CONSTITUTION 
ME OF v 

V ER MO N f, 

As eftablifhed by Convention in the Year 1773, 


Y 7 HEREAS all government ought to be inftituted and fupport. 
YY cd tor the fecurity and protection of the community as fuch, 
and toenablethe individuals who compofe it toenjoy theirna:ural rights, 
& the other bleffings which the Author of Exiftence ias beftowed upon 
man ; and whenever thole great ends of government are not obtained, 
the people have a right by common confent to change it, and take 
fuch meafures as to them may appear neceffary to promote their fafetj 
and happinefs. . 

And whereas the inhabitants of this State have (in confideration df! 
protection only) heretofore acknowledged allegiance to the King 
Great-Britain, aad the faid King has not only withdrawn that prot: 

| tion, 


Ros Y - 

tión; but commenced and ftill continues to carry On, with unabated | 
vengeance, a moft cruel and unjuft war againít them ; employing 
therein not only the troops of Great-Britain, but foreign mercenaries, 
favages and flaves, for thé avowed purpofe of reducing them to a. 
total and abject fubmiffion to the defpotic domination of the Britifh 
parliament, with many other a&s of tyranny, (mete fully fet forth in 
the declaration of Congrefs) whereby all allegianee and fealty to the 
faid King and his fücceffors, are diffolved and at an end ; and all power, 
and authority derived from“him ceafed in the American Colonies, — — 

And whereas the. territory which.-now ‘comprehends the State of 
Vermont, did antecedently of right belong to the government o£ 
New-Hampfhire ; and the former Governor thereof, viz. his Excel 
lency Benning Wentworth, Efq; granted many charters of lands and 
corporations within this State to the prefent inhabitants and others. 
And whereas the late Lieutenant-Governor Colden, of New-York, 
with others, did, in violation of the tenth command, covet thofe very 
lands ; and by a falfe reprefentation made to the court of Great-Britaim 
(in the year 1764, that tor convenience of trade and adminiftration of : 
juftice, the inhabitants were defirous of being annexed to that govern= 
ment) obtained jurifdi&ion of thofe very identical lands ex-parte, 
which ever was and is difagreeable to the inhabitants. And whereas 
the Legiflature of New-York, ever have and ftill continue to difown 
the good people of this State, in their landed property, which will ap» 
pear in the complaints hereafter inferted, and in the 36th fection of 
their prefent Conftitution, in which is eftablifhed the grants of land 
made by that government, 

They have refufed te make re-grants of our lands to the original 
proprietors and occupants, unlefs at the exorbitant rate of 2300 dol- 
dars fees for each townfhip 5 and did enhance the quit-rent three fold, 
and demanded an immediate delivery of the title derived from New- 
Hampfhire,. — "T T 

The Judges of their Supreme Court have made a folemn declarati- 
on, that the charters, coaveyances, &c. of the lands included in the 
before delcribed premifes, were utterly null and void, on which faid 
title was founded. In confequence of which declaration, writs of 
pofleffion have been by them iffued, and the Sheriff of the county of 

LM C Albany, 


[ 26 3 
l ‘Albany fent at the head of fix or feven hundred men, to infotcethe - 


execution theteof, ~ AP TENA 

They have paffed an act, annexing.a penalty. thereto, of thirty 
pounds fine and fix months imprifonment on any perfon who fhould. 
` refufe affifting the Sheriff, after being requefted, for the purpofe of 
executing writs of poffeffion. _ "i A 

The Governors, Dunmiore, Tryon and Colden, have made re-granty: 
_ of feveral cra&s of land included in. the premifes, to certain favorite 
land jobbers in the government of New-York, in dire& viulation of, 
his Britannic Majefty's exprefs prohibition, in the year 1767. : 
`. They;have iffued proclamations, wherein they have offered large 
fums of money for the purpofe of apprehending thofe very perfons. 
who have dared boldly and publicly to appear in defeuce of their jut 
rights. l l 

ST hey did pafs twelve a&s of outlawry on the oth day of March, 
A. D. 1774, empowering the refpe&ive Judges of their Supreme 
Court to award execution of death againft thofe inhabitants in faid 
diftriét, that they fhould judge to be offenders, without trial. 

They have and {till continue an unjuft claim to thofe Jahds, which 
. greatly retards emigration into, and the fettlement of this State, 

They have hired foreign troops, emigrants from Scotland, at two 
different times, and armed them to drive us out of poffeffion.. 

They have fent the favages on our frontiers to diftrefs us, 

They have proceeded to erect the counties of Cumberland and: 
Gloceíter, and eftablifh Courts of Juítice there, after they were dif. 
countenanced by the authority of Great-Britain. 

The free Convention of the State of New-York, at Harlem, in the 
year 1776, unanimoufly voted, ** That all quit-rents, formerly due to- 
* the King of Great-Britain, are now due and owing to this Conven- 
** tion, or fuch future government as fhall be hereafter effablifhed in 
** this State.” 

In the feveral ftages of the aforefaid oppreflions, we have petitioned 
his Britannic Majefty in the moft humble manner for redrefs, and 
have at very great expence, received feveral reports in our favor ; and 
in ether mnftances wherein we have netitioned the late legiflative au- 
thority of New-York, thofe petitic. , have beca treated with neglect, 

i . And 


Eai 
‘And whereas thé local fituátion of this State from New-York, at 
the extréam part, is upward of four hundred and fifty miles from she 
fearof that govern&yent, Feliders itextream difficült to continue under `- 
the jurifdiction of faid State; — . . ' M M 
"Therefore it is abfolutely neceffary, for the welfare ‘and fatety of" 
tlie inhabitants of this State, that ic flxould be henceforth a free and. _ 
independent State; and that a juft, permanent and proper form of. 
government, fhould exift'in it, derived from, and founded on the 
authority of the:people only, agreeable to the direction'of the honora- . 
' ble American Congrefs, l i ZEN 
‘We the Reptefentatives of the freemen of Vermont, in General - 
Convention met, for the exprefs purpofe of forming fuch a govern- , 
ment  confeffing the goodnefs of the great Governor of the Univerfe 
(who alone knows to what degree of earthly liappinefs mankirid may 
attain by perfecting the arts of government) in permitting the people 
ot this State, by common confent, and without violence, deliberately: | 
to form for themfélves fuch juft rules as they (hall think beft for go~ 
yerning their future fociery ;. and being fully convinced that it is our - 
indifpenfible duty, to eftablifh fuch original principles of government, : 
as will beft promote the general happinefs of the people of this State, 
and their pofterity, and provide for future improvements, without 
partiality for, or prejudice againit any particular clafs, fe&, or deno- 
mination of men whatever, do, by virtue of authority vefted in us, by 
our conftituents, ordain, declare, and eftablifh the following declara- 
| tion ot rights, and frame of government, to be the Confticution of 
this Commonwealth, and to remain in force therein for ever unaltered, 
except iù fuch articles as fhall hereafter on experience be found to 
require improvement, and which fhall by the fame authority of the 
people, fairly delegated, as this frame of government directs, be 
amended or improved, for the more effectual obtaining and fecuring . 
the great end and defign of all government, herein before mentioned, - 
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cie CHAPTER 1 o 
r Declaration of the Rights of the Inhabitants of the State of Vermont, ! 


Ya HAT all men are born equally free and independent, and’ 
l l havé certain natural, inherent &- unalienable rights, amongft - 
which are the enjoying and defending life and liberty; acquiring, 
pofitffing, and protecting. property and purfuing and obtaining hap- . 
pinefs and fafety; ‘Theretore, no male perfon, born'ín this country, 
or brought from over fea, ought to be holden by law: to ferve any > 
perfon as a fervant, (lave, or apprentice; after he arrives to the age 
of twenty-one years; nor female in like manner, after fhe arrives ta 
the age of eighteen years ; unlefs they are bound by their own con- 
fent after they arrive to fuch age, or bound by law for the payment 
et debts, damages, fines, cofts, or the like, - “+: 

$. - That private property ought to be ubfervient to public ufes, 
when neceflity requires it; neverthele: , “henever any particular 
man’s property is taken for the ufe of che public, the owner ought to: ` 
receive an equivalent in money. : 

3« That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worfhip 
Almighty God according to the di&ates of their own confciences and 
underftanding, regulated by the word of.God j'and that no man 
ought, or of right can be compelled to attend any religious worfhip, 


fe& or denominátion of people ought to obferve the Sabbath, or 
Lord's day, and keep up and fupport fome fort of religious worfhip, _ 
which to them (hall feem moft’agreeable to the revealed will of God. 
' 4. That the people of this State have the fole, exclufive, and ins 
herent right of. governing aud regulating the internal police of the 
fam. 05. 5. | "a : g. That 
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À mi “Eee ag le” 
= T i ti at t all dive Being ori zinali ips 5 aid conte Wen 
derived from, the people; therefore all officers d gdvefdatent; W BFA 
ther legíllátive os executive, ate their trultees” and fervants, and at an 
times apgodntable to thems : TM 

4.. That government is; or ‘ought: to bé, iai ted foi del bois” 
mon benelit, protect! iori, and fecurity, of the people e shation, "or code 
munity; and. nef, for. the particular emolument or, advantage al a 
fingle man; funy, ¿Of fet of men, w who area part only of that com- - 
munity.s and that the community hath an indibitable, úl ppl 
and indeteafible, right to reform, alter, or abolifh g awerhitienty iti fut 
ee as, Jia be by that community: y jodged m mof  cótidücive td the, | 

üblic weak , s - 

4. Tbat.thofe who are, employ£d ir in ti he egiaatiee dnd excculiva: 
bufinefs of the State may- -be reftrajned from opprefficn, t people plé: 
have a right, at fuch periods as chey may think proper, to rei ce 
theit public officers to à private ftation, and fupply the vacaticies By. 
certain regular, ele@ions. n m : > 

$. Thatall ele&ions ought to: be frees did that à I temea, hi- 
ving a fufficient evident common, in eft, with, and alice to, . 
the community, have a right co eleét un ud M E élé&ed i into A 

9. That every member of fociety t hath a right tp be prote 


the enjoj dient, of life, liberty; an HESS $. anc the fore it j iii + 
to contribute his: proportion towards the expence af t chat protection, 
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tor But no ‘part of a man’s these he ‘can be 'uflj ta ta Keri, from him | 
‘or applied to: public ` ufes, without 3 
legal Reprefenratives: — nor gin a y man, i da ig confcientioull® © 


AA of m arms, bej jul ty Speele prn ji he. I. " 


:30. That in ET bens x “criminal pee s, W 
right to be heard by himfelf and his Counfel—to_ RU E t 


añd pature of his acculatión—to be sepnfranted with is rnefie e | 
ps call for abge it liis favour, and a GE Lx ic xil A a ; 
ichout é una 


give : 
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[ 30 F., 
give evidence againft.himfelf ;. nor can any man be juftly deprived of 
his liberty, except by the laws of the land, or tlie judgment of his 
cers, - l 7 ] ` ¿de 
ir. Thatthe people have a right to hold themfelves, their houfes, 
papers, and pofitífions, free from fearch or ferzute; . and therefore. 
warrants, without oaths or affirmations Arit made, affording a fufii. 
tient foundation for them,.and whereby any officer or meffenger may: 
be commanded or required to fearch fufpe&ed places, or to {cize any 
perfon or perfons, his, her, or their property, not particularly de. 
féribed, are contrary to that right, and ought not to be granted, 

12, Thatno warrant or writ to attach the perfon or eftate of any 
freeholder within this State, fhall be iffued in civil action, without 
the perfon or perfons who may requeft fuch warrant or attachnient, 
rk make oath, or affirin before the'authority who may be requefted 
to iffue the fame, that he er they are in danger of lofing his, her, or 
their debts. l 

13. Thatin controverfies. refpe&ting property, and in fuits bez 
tween man and man, the parties have a right to a trial by jury, which. 
ought to be held facred. n 

34. That the people have a right to freedom of fpeech, and of 
writing and publifhing iheir fentiments 5 therefore the freedom of the 
prefs ought not to be reftrained. 

15. Thatthe people have a right te bear arms, for the defence of 
themíelves and the State :—and as ftanding armies, in the time of 
peace, are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be kept up ; and. 
that the military thould ie kept under ftri fubordination to, & go- 
verned by, the civil pos”, "BL NE 

16. That frequen: s-. trence to fundamental principles, and a. 
firm adherence tojuli —— “ederation, temperanee, induítry, and fru- 
gality, are abfolutely necrifary to preferve the bleffings ot liberty, and 
keep government free : the people ought, therefore, to pay particular 
attention to thefe points, in the choice of officers and Reprefentatives ;. 
and have a right to exact a due and conflant regard to them, from. 
their legiflacors and magiftrates, ın the making and executing fuch. 
laws as are neceffary for the good government'of the State. - 


37. ` That 


Bm! 


^ p That all people have 2 natural and inherent right to emigrate 
from one State to another that will: receive tem or to form a new 
State in vacant countries, or in fuch countries as they can purchale,, 
whenever they think that thereby they can promote their own happi- 
nels. os 2E o. o : 
18; That the people have wright to affetnble together, to confült 
for their common pood—to inftru& their Reprefentatives, and to ap: 
ply to the Legiflature for redrefs of grievances, by addrefé, petition - 
or remonítrance, . E et 8 he 
19. That no perfon fhall be-hable to-be tranfported out o£ this. 
State, for trial for any offence committed within this State... 
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PLAN or FRAME or GOVERNMENT. `- 
SECTION L . 


. 
ete 
. 


“HE Commonwealth-or State: of Vermont, fhall be governed 
hereafter by a Governor, Deputy-Governor; Council, and am - 
Affembly of the Reprefentatives ofthe freemen o£ the fame, in manner ' 
zad.form following. ` i ZEN ya 
"o 7 SECTION Ik + 
The fupreme legiflative power fhall-be vetted in a Houfe of Re- 

- prefentatives of the freemen or Commonwealth or State of Vermont, 
| 9». SECTIONE © v. "C 
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c The, fupremé executive power halli be' yefted ín a Governor and 
cunc. ^ Sa o EM AE r Sa a 
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“SECTION DOE ce 
“Sen of jattie fait be eftablithed iin evt: «dai ta ic m 
| PrgCTÍON V 5170 0 


he freti af this Coihmibüweikk; nd ‘Bele wai: fliall be —- 
and armed for its defence, under fuch regulations,-eftHétiórik ; and 
ekeeptioni ús iké Ge ¿neral Ambily thal by Jaw diret $. prefervin 
always to thé people cie right of cHootinp - ^ei Colonels of militiaz 
‘and all commiffioned officers under that rank, in fuch manner, andas 
often as by the faid laws fhalt be directed, | d 


SECTION Yi 


Every man, of-the fullage « of twenty-one years, ie fefided ¡ im 
this State for che fpace of one whole year next before the clectien of 
Reprefentatives, and is of à Quiet dnd peaceable beliavidr, and wil 
take the following oath, (or affirmation ) thall be entitled to all the 
pia of a freeman df this Sta E 


fisci: Al " vef ibat è 2o J am ta 2d i. qe 3 
fráge, to (agin any matier That concerns the State ef Verwant, I tll 
dt fo as in my cenicience I Ball judge will moft conduce Ye tbe Bef god ; 

the fame, as ghablifbed dy she confisturios, without fear or favor of am 
Wat. 


2 $ ECT 1 ON vit 
The Boule of Reprefentatives of the freemen of this State, thal 
corfitt of perfons moft noted for wifdom and virtue, to fe cholen by 
the freemen’ of every town in, this State refpeively. And no fo- 
reiner Thall be tholen, üülefs he Has refided in ihe tows For which be 
fhali be elected, axe year immediately before the faid elettion. 


SECTION 
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SECTION VIL. | 
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thirds of the whole number of members-elected ; and having met, and : 
chofen their Speaker, fhall each of them, before they.proceed to bufi- _ 
nefs, take and fubícribe as well the oath of fidelity and.allegiance, ` 


herein atter directed, as the following oath or affirmation, viz, 


I - do folemnly fwear by the ever-living God; (or Ido folemnly. 
afirm in the prefence of-Almigbty God)'ibat as a member of ibis Affembly,' - 
Iwill mot propofe or affent to any bill, vote, or-refolution, which [ball appear - 
to me injurious te the people ; nor do-or confent to amy aét or thing wbate= ` 
ver, that [ball bave a tendency to lejen or abridge their rights and privile. - 

865, 45 declared in a a Sate; bus will in all things ` 
; s n mu gn eu f : , «md P 


$4 
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` i 
condull myfelf as a faithful, boneft Reprefentative and Guardian-of the 
people, according to thebestof my judgment ond abilities. eS. oe S 

And each member, before he cakes his feat, thall make and fub. 
fcribe the following declaration, viz. 

I do believe in one Gud; the Creator and Governor of the Univerfe; the 
rewarder of the good, and pumifber of the wicked, And I do acknowledge 
tbe feriptures of the old and new tefiament, to be given dp devine in/piratiog 
and own and profefs the Protestant religiom > E 

And no further or other religious teft (hall ever hereafter be requir- 


4 


ed of any civil officer or magiftsate in this State. - 
| SECTION X 


Delegates to reprefent this State in Congrefs, fhalt be chofen by 
ballot, by the future General Affembly, at their firft meeting, and. 
annually for ever afterward, as long:as fuch. reprefentation (hall: be 
neecffary. - Any Delegate may be fuperceeded at any time, by the 
General Affembly appointing another in his ftead. Noman fhalt fe 
in Congreís ‘longer than two years fucceffively, nor be capable of re. 
election for three years afterwards ; and mo perfon who holds any 
office in the gift of che Congrets, (hall thereafter be cledied to repre» 
fent this State in Congreís.. ' - 


SECTION X. 


l 1 -— à ~ 
Tf any town or towns fall neplect or refufe to elect and fend Re 
prefentatives to the General. Affembly, two-thirds of the membe:s of 
the towns that do.cleét and fend Reprefentatives, (provided they bea 
majority. of the inhabited towns ot the whole State} when me:, 
have all the powers ot the ‘General Affembly; as fully and amply as 
if the whole were prefent. . pes " 


SECTION XH 


“The doors.of the houfe in which the Reprefentatives of the freemen 
of this State fhall fit in-General Affembly, fhall be and remain open 
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the admiffion of alll perfons who behave dicendi, except 
sy in pt ce i ee cee 


SECTION Xu 


The votes and peocecdiags of the General Ade] all be priat. 
ed weekly during rhei fing, with the yeas and nays, on -any que- 
Bc, vote oc reluiation, where oue third of the members require it, 
(except when the votes are taken by bailot) and when the yeas and 
rays are f» taken, every menber hak have a right to inire the rea~ 
iS es i be efe it. 


SECTION - XN. 


"Fo tke end that laws, before they ace. enafted, way be mort ma 
qu:ely cociiteed, aki she incoswemiency of haity dcveraiinaion as 
much as pcfübi- prevented, ali bills cf public natare Mall be frh > 
liz before thc Governar and Council, for their pezuíal and Lai cad 
of azendmest, asa fhail be printed tor rhe coufideratioa of tbe pro. 
ple, beore they are ead in General ASmbly for the laft time of de. - 
bare az: avendment, except temporary acts, which, after being laid- 
before the Governor aar Council, may (in cak of fudden neceffity] 
be piffd tom lass; and no oiher fhal be caffed into laws, until the 
nex: xffion of Aff-xaly. - And for the more perfe& fausiadion of 
the pubic, the cealons and motives for makiog.fuch laws, teal be 
folly and ckaily cxp:zfíd and Re forth in their preambles, - 


To 


SECTION XV. pec 


"The f'leof the laws of his State fhall be, Be it malad, aod it ix 
Bereby enalied by the Representatives of the freemen of the State of Vear- 
| ment, 2 Gomera: Afjemily mc, AA RE 


ted de ten sic cate a enpy die benefit o£ 
sr be, ead topa wabin is Siu p n 


é 


Tos de 


` "EN 57a 

its, or may tonfift of eighty taxable inhabitants, within one feptenarg, 
yr feven years next after the eftablifhing this Conftitution, may hold 
elections therein, and choofe each - two. Reprefentatives ; and each 
other inhabited town in this State, may in like manner choofe each. 
one Reprefentative, to, reprefent them in General Affembly, during 
the faid feptenary or feven years; and after that, each inhabited towa 
` may in like manner hold fuch election, and choofe each one Reprelen, 
tativefor ever thereafter. DN l o 


A 


SECTION XVIL 


The fupreme executive Council, of this, State, fhall canlift ofa 
Governor, Lieutenant:Gavernor, and twelve péríons, chofen in the 
following manner, viz. The freemen of each town fhall, on the day 
of election for choofing Reprefehtatives to attend the General Affem-. 
bly, bring in their votes for Governor, with his name fairly wricten, 

_ to the Conftable, who Thall feal them up, and write on them, Potes for 
the Governor, and deliver them to the*Reprefentative chofen to attend. 
the General Affémbly ; and at the opening of the General Affembly, 
there fhall be a Committee appointed out of the Council and Affem- 
bly, who, after being-duly- fworn to the faithful difcharge of their 
truft, fhall proceed to receive, fort, and count the:votes for the Gover- 
nor, and declare the-perfon who has the major part of the votés, to be 
Governor for the year enfuing. And if there be no choice made, then 
the Council and General Affembly, by their joint ballot, ‘hall make 
choice of a Governor. E MEC 

The Lieutenant-Governor and Treafurer, dhall be chofen in the 
manner above dire&ted. And eachrireeman fhall give in twelve votes 
for twelve Counfellors, in the fame manner; and the twelve highelt 
in nomination fhall ferve for the enfüing year as Counfellors, ` 

-The Council that fhall act in the recefs of: this ‘Convention, ‘thall 
fupply the-place-of.a Council for the next'General..A ffembly, until 

the new Council be declared chofen. The Council fhall meet annu- 

ally at the fame time and place with the General Aflembly, and every 
member of the Council fhall be a. Juftice of the Peace tor the whole 

State by virtue of his office. E - 

"M SECTION 
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“The Governor, and “in his; abfence :the* Lieütenant or Deputy- 
(Governor, with» the Council, feven of whom (hall bé a:quorum, fhall* 
have power: to: appeint ard .comniiffionate all officers (except thole, 
who are appointed by thé General Affembly), agreeable to this frame, 
iof govertiment, and the laws that may be made hereafter ; and fhall 
Supply every vacancy in any office, occafionéd liy, death, refignation, 
removal, or difqualification, until the office can be filled in the time 
land manner directed by ‘Jaw or this Conftitutión, "They áre to cor- 
refpond "with other States, and tranla& bufinefs' with cfficers of go-. 
vernment civil and military.s and to prepare foch bufinefs as may, 
appear to them neceffary to lay before the General Affembly. They. 
hall fit as Judges, to hear and determine on impeáchments, taking te, ` 
their affiftance, for advice only, the Juftices of Supreme Court ; aad 
fhall have power to grant-pardons, and remit fines, in all cafes what- - 
foever, except cafes of impeachment—and in cafes of treafon and 
murder, hall have power to-grant‘reprieves, but not pardon, until 
ithe end of the next feffions of Adfembly ; but there fhail be no remif- 
fion or mitigation of punifhment on impeachments, except by act of; 
legiflation. They are alfo:to take care that- the, laws. be faithfully. 
'executed-— T hey are to ‘expedite the'execution:of fuch meafures as may. 
be refolved upon by General: Affembly:, and they may: draw upon 
the Treafurer for fuch {uims:as may be appropriated by. the Houle ;— * 

hey may alfo lay embargoes, or prohibit, the exportation of any 
commodity, for any-time:aot exceeding thirty.days, in the recefs of 
the Houle only ;—they may grant füch licences ás fhall be directed 
by law: and fhall have power to call tdgether the General Affembly, 
¡when neceffary, before the day to-which. they fhall ftand adjourned., 
The Governor fhall:be -Commander:in Chief ofthe forces of the . 
State, but fhall not command in perfon, except advifed thereto by the . 
"Council, and then only. as-longras they fhall approve thereof, The 
‘Governor and Council fhall have a Secretary, and keep fair books ef 
| heir proceedings, wherein any Cownfellor may entet his-diffent, with 
«his reafons-te füpport it, — x d * s 
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SECTION X^ E 


Alt eommiffions thall be in the.name.of the ftesmen.of the Stateol 
Vermont, fealed: with the State feal; figned by. the Goyernor, and, ig 
his abfence the Lieutenant. Governor, and: aptefied by. the Secretary i 
which feal (hall be kept by:the Council. — - TU 


- Every officer o£ State, whether. judirial'ar. executive, fhall be. lab, 
wp be impeached by the General. Affembly, either when, in. office; or 
after. his. refis nation, or remoyal for mal-adminiftratiop. . All im, 
peachments fhal) be before the Governor er Lieutenant-Govarpye 
and Council, whe fhall hear and determine. the fame, * 


sz 


The Supreme Court, and the feveral Courts of Common Pleas of 

his State, fhall, befides the powers ofually exercifed: by fuch. Coury, 

have the powers of a Court. of Chancery, fo far as relates. to perpetua. 

ting teltimony-"obraining exidence from. places not within chis, State, 

and the care of perfons and eflates.of thofe who are sep compotes wentil, 

and fuch other powers as may be found neceffary ly turore General 
Affemblies, not inconfiftent with this. Conflitusion.. : 


Í SECTION XXIL 


“Trials thatt be by jury and it is recommended.to-the Legifatug 
afthis State, tó-provide by law againtt every corruptiop or partiality 
in the choice, and return, or-appolatment of juris. > — 


: "MEC ourts:fhalibe opèn, and juftice hall be. impartially, admini 
fered, without corruption, or unneceffary delay; all their officers 
Shall. be paid an adeguate but moderate compenfation for their fervices: 
SOLA. 7 A Mom vt oTT un 
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| ind jf any oficer e retego — than the ties allow 
him, either er Bire&ly tf A {half ever after cena. hina 
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Alt Alt profceutions | fhall commence in the name and by the authority: 
eft ef teemen of th e State ef Vermont ; and all indi@orents fhalk 
eise uh. thefe words, aganit” the peace and dighity bf éhe. 

fame”, + he ile of. aff procellis Kereila: dá thi “Stage, dhali bé, 
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* i HE Qo n 
The perfon of adebtor, where there. ib nota firoltg: préümption. of. 
fraud, fhall not be continued in. prifon, after delivering up, dona fide, 
all his eftate, real and “peffonal; for ‘the ufe of Ins creditors, in “Such 
manner as thal], be: hereafter regulated by law.: All prifoners. (hall be 
bailal able by Taf cient. Jecurities, uhle fo rp E ; wien the 
dli 18. evident, 6 or F prefamption great. Ur SESE SODOFL. oa E 
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SECTION XXVI " : E 


"xciffre bail hall not be exalted: for bailable o ences: and.:alk 
flues hall be moderate.. ENT Mh : MID e Hj 6 SW. 23 has ied. 
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tthe Gene ral Affembly, when legally formed, ftialf appoint 
sat er places for cováty elé&kions y and ax tütiés and places, thè- 
freemen in each county refpectively, (hall have the liberty of choefing: 
the Judges of Inferior Cours Common Pleas, Sheriff, Juftices of the 
Peace, and Judges of "Probates; commiffioried: by the Governor in: . 
Council; ¡during good behavior, removable. id the General year 
spen oe reia. d 
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“That no perfon (hall be capable of holding atiy civil office thi 
‘State, except he has acquired, and maintains a good moral chara&er,. 
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0S gs sS SECTION XXIX. |... aa 
RE E T Fa ES . MU es 
-All elections, whether by the people, or in General Aiffembly, thai 
"beby. ballot, free and voluntary.: and.any elector, who’ hall receive 
any gift or reward for his voté, in meat, drink, monies or otherwife,: 
dhall forfeit his right to ele& at that time, and fuffer fuch'other penalty 
as future laws fhall diret, -And any petfon who fhall, directly or 
indireétly, give, promife, or beftow any füch rewards to be elected, ` 
dhall thereby: be rendered incapable to ferve for the.enfuing year, : `- 


CA C mee eT ON XXX 2 wx 
: All fines, licence-money, fees and forfeitures, fhall be paid accord-: 


dng to. the direction hereafter to be made by the General Affembly,' : 
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S;E-C TION. XXXL - 


"ATI deeds -and-conveyances of land fhall be recorded in the Towi 
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Clerk's office in their refpeétive towns. ` 
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SEC T 1 Q N CXXXII. 


; The-Printing:Prefies fhall be free to every perfon who.undertakes te 
examine -the proceedings of the Legiflature, or any part. of govern, 
ment. -. A : LN DEA: : 
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"As every free man, ‘to preferve. his independence, (if-without x 
‘fu ffigient eftate) ought to have fome proféffion, calling; trade, or-fares, 
whereby he may -heneftly fubfift, there can be no neceffity for, B 

E 
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peétants 3 faction, ‘contention, corruption: and difordér^ among the 


of his private affairs, he has a right to & reafonable compenfation ; aad 
whenever an office, through increafe of fees, or otherwife, becomes fo 


"jeffened by the Legiflature. 
| SECTION. XXXIV. 
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manner as to prevent perpetuities, 


E SECTION XXXV. 


The future Legiflatúre of this State, hall regulate intails in fuch 


rofitablé as to occafion many to apply tor it, the profits ought to be. 


‘people. But if any man is called into public fervice, to the prejudice 


ufe in eftablifhing offices of profit, the ufval,effeéls of which are dez. 
pendence and fervility, unbecoming freemen, in the poflcffors or ex- - 


l M i " 
To deter more effe&ually from the commiffioa vf crimes, by con=-- ° 


tinued vifible punifhment of long duration, and to make fanguinary 


punifhments lefs neceffary, houfes ought to be provided for punifhing ' 


‘by hard labor, thofe who (hall be convicted of crimes not capital; ` 


wherein the criminal fhall be employed for the benefit of the public, . 


or for reparation of injuries done to private perfons ; and all perfons, - 


at proper times fhall be admitted to fee the prifoners at their labor, 
| SECTION XXXVI. | 
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Every officer, whether judicial, executive, or military, in authority 
under this State, (hall take the following oath or affirmation of allegi- 


office. ?' 


> 


ance, and general oath of office, before he enter on the execution of his . 


The oáth or affirmation of allegiance, >... 
` I —— dé folemnly fwear by the ever-living God, (or affirm in pre- 


fence of Almighty God) that I will be true and faithful to the. State of Ver- 


mont , and that I will not, directly or. indireétly, do amy att or thing prt- 


judicial or injurious to the Constitution or government thereef, as eftablibed 
dy Convention, os 2 
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T he oath of affirmation of office, | 


BA do folemnly feuar by the evershving God, (or-offirm in pra 


"M 


fence of Almighty God, ) that Iwill faithfuily execute ibe office of > | 
er the. e. .. and.suill do equal rigbt-and justice tea] 
wen, to the beft of my judgment and abilities, according to-law. - 


SEE TEON XXXVIE 


. No public tax, cuftom.or contribution, dhal} be impofed upon, ee 
paid by. the people of this State, except by a law for that purpole ; and 
before any law be made for, raifing it,.the purpofe for, which any: tax 
is tó be raifed cught to appear clear to the Legiflature, to be of more 
fervice to the community, than the inoney would be, if not:colle&ed; 
which being well.obferved, taxes can never-be-burthens, 


$.E.€ TEON, XXXVII. 


Every foreigner, of good. character, who comes to; fettle in this 
State, having firft taken.an oath or affirmation of allegiance. to tig 
fame, may purchafe, or by other juft means: acquire, hold, and tranh 
fer land, or other réal eftate ; and after one year’s refidence, fhail be 
deemed a.free denifon thereof, and entitled to all the rights ot a næ- 
tural born fubjs& of this State, except that he hall not be capableof 
being ele&ed a Reprefentative,. until after. two years refidence, 


SECTION XXXIX, 


` That the inhabitants of this State fhall have. Iiberty to hunt and 
fowl, in feafonable times, on the lands they hold, and on other lands 
(not inclofed ;) and in like manner to.fih in all boatable. and ocher: 
waters. not private property, under proper regulations-to be hereafter - 
made and provided by the General A ffcmbly.. | 


SECTION XL. 


A ícheol or fchools fhall be eftablifhed in each town by tlie Eegif- 
lature, for the convenient inftruction of youth, with fuch falaries ur 
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tke ma(fers, paid by each town, making) (per vie oF hor Pans | 
in each town, thereby to enable cheai ta i fired you h aMow prices z: 
ove grammar Íchonl in each county, and goe aniverfi y m ths Sue, 
éught.co-be ditabliicd by dirétoaut the General Al mbip.: 


507 c SECTION XLI. 


— * Laws for the encouragement of virtue, aàd prevention of vice and! 

- Enmorality, fall be made, aad kepr cünttantly in force ; and prov fon 

- fall be made for their dué execucton’: and alf-religious focieti¢s, ot 

- bodies af men, that hz¥2, or may be hereafter üntted or incarporated, 

- for the advancement of religion and kathing, or tor other puus and 

"arable purpot, ball be encouraged and protekted in the ray 
ment of the privileges, imoiuniues and eftaes, which they ic jultic E 
ught tò enjoy, wider fuch regulations ás the General Afidioly of 
this State fhall direct, ` EC pe p^ S 


| - SECTION XL 


. AU field and ftafF officers, and. coitimiflistied officers of tlie amy. 
and all general cfiiceis of the militia, fliall be tholen by: the General: 


* 


~ 


Afembly. | | . 
SECTION Xtifk ^ ^ 9 |, 


, The declaration of rights is hereby declared to be a part of thé! 
Conftitution. of this- State, and ought never to-bé violated, on any? 


n 
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pretence whatfoever. . ` | 
: SECTION XUY —..: 


__ In order that the freedom of this Commonwealth may be preférved: - 
inviolate for ever, there fhall- be cholen.by ballot, by the freemen of” 
this Stare, on the lat Wednelday in March, in the year one thoutand: | 
fever hundred and erghcy five, on the lat Wedneiday in March, in: 
every feyca years thercafíer,. chiricen perfons who Mhail be choler in: - 
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the fame manner the Council is chofen, except they.fhall not be oug 
of the. Council or General Affembly, to. be called the Council of 
 Ceníors; who fhall meet together on the firt Wednefday of Juni 
` next enfuing their ele@ion, the majority of whom fhall be a quorudg 
it every cafe, except as to calling a Convention, in which two-thirdlà 
of the whole number elected fhall agree; and whofe duty it fhall bg 
to-enquire whether the Conftitution has been preferved inviolate ing 
every part; and whether the legiflative and executive branches of 
government have performed their duty, as guardians of the people 3 
ar affumed to themfelves, or exercifed other or greater powers than? 
they are. entitled to by the Conftitution. They are alfo to enquire 
whether the public taxes have been juftly Jaid and collected in alti 
parts of this Commonwealth—in what manner the public monies have] 
been. difpofed of, and whether the laws have been duly executed, j 
For thefe purpofes they fhall have power to fend for perfons, paperei 
and records ; they fhall have authority to pals public cenfüres—to 
order impeachments, and to recommend to the Legiflature the 
pealing fuch laws as appear to them to have been enacted contrary tal 
the principles of the Conftitución”: thefe powers they fhall continued 
to have, for and during the fpace of one ibn from the day of their) 
election; and no longer, The {aid Council of Cenfors fhall alfo haved 
power to call a Convention, to meet within two years after their fitd 
ting, if there appears to them an abfolute neeeflity of amending ang 
- article of this Conftitution which may be defeétive—explaining fuck 
as may be thought not clearly exprefied; and of ‘ adding fuch as arg 
neceffary for the prefervation of the rights and happineís.qf the people, 
But the articles to be amended, añd the améndments propofed, and 
fuch articles as are propofed ta be added or abolifhed, fhall be prod 
mulgated at leaft fix months before the day appointed for the electiot 
of fuch Convention, for the.previous confideration of the people, thag 
t hey may have an opportunity of inftracting their Delegates on thi 
f ebd. — - 2 ; O 


THE END. 


